Managing data.frames with package 'ff’
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We explain the new capability of package 'ff 1.1' to store large dataframes on disk in class 'ffdf'. ffdf objects
have a virtual and a physical component. The virtual component defines a behavior like a standard dataframe,
while the physical component can be organized to optimize the ffdf object for different purposes: minimal
creation time, quickest column access or quickest row access. Furthemore ffdf can be defined without rownames,
with in-RAM rownames or with on-disk rownames using a new ff class 'fffc' for fixed width characters. On a
standard notebook we give an online demo of processing an 80 mio row dataframe — size of a German census :-)
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